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ference several days in advance. At the time appointed the
commander, accompanied by several officers, all in full uniform,
appeared with the Governor in the council hall. After the usual
presentations in very ceremonial form had been gone through
with, the Governor arose and formally read the terms of the
treaty made by those chiefs some years before with Captain A.
A. Semmes, and then inquired what the reasons were for the
delay in complying with the treaty terms.

One of the chiefs arose and apologetically stated that the
cannon were rather heavy, that the roads were bad, the cattle,
for want of good pasture, had been decimated, and that on ac-
count of bad conditions generally for a year or two back his
people had been obliged to have recourse to fishing for a living.
This occupation had taken the men away, so that there was no
possibility of his being able to comply with the terms of the
treaty.

The commander informed him, in reply, that it was a very
grave matter to evade the obligations of treaties solemnly made,
and he was satisfied, now that all the difficulties spoken of had
disappeared, that the chief could have these cannon delivered
to Cape Palmas within forty-eight hours, thus avoiding any use
of force. This ended the council. Within thirty-six hours the
cannon were dragged in by the tribes and delivered to the Gov-
ernor.

Other questions more complicated had to be adjusted. To
the eastward, in the Taboo River country, the chief whom the
tribesmen designated as King Nimley had consented with two
foreigners to change the eastern boundary-line a number of miles
to the westward in order to evade the customs laws of Liberia.
In these matters an American citizen, co-operating with a Ger-
man subject, was involved, the complaint being that of intro-
ducing merchandise into this village instead of through the cus-
tom house at Cape Palmas.

"With the Governor as passenger, the Essex arrived off. the
Taboo River country November 13, 1877, anchoring directly in
front of King Nimley 7s village. A note was addressed to the
chief inviting him to a conference on board ship, and placing a
boat at his disposal for that purpose. Yery soon after a note,
written in good English, was received from King Nimley to thehe Governor's messenger and the time necessary
